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Bolivian Farmers Bring Chocolate to the National Mall

WASHINGTON D.C. —Over the past 18 years, El Ceibo, a cooperative
organization of 800 Native American farmers and a former grantee of the Inter-
American Foundation, has evolved into Bolivia’s premiere exporter of organic
cocoa and chocolate products.

Through July 4, five of El Ceibo’s farmers are introducing El Ceibo’s
newest product, dark organic chocolate bars, at the Food Culture USA program of
the Smithsonian’s Folklife Festival that opened June 24 on the National Mall in
front of the Museum of Natural History between 7th and 12th Streets, N.W.

The chocolate bars are for sale at the Festival and the farmers hope they
will soon be more widely available to U.S. consumers. El Ceibo’s five
representatives traveled to Washington, D.C., from Bolivia’s Alto Beni, where the
cacao plant originated. Cacao beans grown in the Alto Beni are considered
among the world’s most flavorful and they are produced with technology
compatible with the Amazon’s eco-system. El Ceibo’s exhibit on the National Mall
can be visited daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Farmer-members manage all facets of El Ceibo, which also offers

employment to planners, bookkeepers, trainers, agricultural extension agents



and agricultural researchers. El Ceibo buys two-thirds of Bolivia’s cacao beans.
Those not processed into its 40 different products for domestic, Western
European and Japanese markets are sold to other companies—who paid almost
$2 million for them last year.

The EIl Ceibo farmers are being assisted at the Folk Festival by Kevin Healy,
a program officer at the Inter-American Foundation (IAF) and a development
sociologist, who has written extensively about El Ceibo. Reporters may schedule
interviews with the visiting farmers through Healy who can be reached at (202)
531-1873 or at khealy@iaf.qov.

The IAF is a U.S. government agency that supports grassroots

development in Latin America and the Caribbean. Its operating budget consists of
congressional appropriations and funds derived from the Social Progress Trust
Fund. Since its creation in 1969, the IAF has awarded 4,524 grants, totaling more
than $571 million. IAF financing for El Ceibo totaled about $500,000 over
approximately 20 years.

For more information on IAF, go to www.iaf.gov.
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Para clarificacidon en espainol o para mas detalles, llame al 202-531-1873.
For more details, call 202-531-1873.



